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CREP Sign Ups Going on Now

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
(CREP) is a voluntary program that helps farmers and
landowners manage environmentally sensitive areas
more efficiently and meet conservation goals. This
“Win-Win” program provides payments to landowners
in return for implementing a suite of practices near
rivers, streams, lakes and wetlands. The practices are
designed to reduce impacts on local waterways or
return continually flooded fields to wetlands while
leaving the remainder of the field in production.

A new mapping system (available online at
https://tinyurl.com/CREPcalumet) helps landowners
identify areas that may be eligible for CREP
enrollment, along with rental rates per acre. Rates are
based on soil productivity, up to $233 per acre.
A landowner will receive both federal and state
payments for the cost of the practice installation, a sign
up bonus, and rental payments for the duration of the
15 year agreement. Federal payments include $100/
acre sign up bonus, up to 90% of installation costs and
annual rental payments. State payments include a sign
up bonus, 20% of installation costs and annual rental
payments.
Some karst features, such as sinkholes and disappearing streams, may be eligible for CREP as well.
For more information, contact Cheryl Hephner in the
FSA office at 920.849.3570 x102.

An online mapping system displays the 150 foot buffer maximum around
waterways and wetlands. Minimum buffer of 30ft required.

A Trout Story: Students Bring Energy and Fish To Stonybrook
For the 2nd year, Chilton Middle and High School students released brown trout into a short stretch of Stonybrook Creek. Trout in the Classroom is a program sponsored by Trout Unlimited where
students rear trout in school over the winter, then release the trout into a local stream. The
program provides hands on experiences in an array of subjects including anatomy, chemistry, water quality and math just to name a few.
On release day, students arrived streamside to learn more about the future home of their
trout. Aquatic invertbrates (little fish food) were showcased by Trout Unlimited (TU)
members. DNR fisheries staff surveyed the stream for forage fish (big fish food!). Water
quality measurements were performed by volunteers from Calumet Groundwater Guardians. A streamside lesson on habitat, buffers and land use from Land & Water [See Trout / pg 3]

Over Two Miles of Winnebago Shoreline Picked Clean as part of
the Annual Watershed Clean Up

On a beautiful Earth Day morning, 65 volunteers
donned gloves, garbage bags and smiles to clean up
the Winnebago shores of Calumet County. It was the
largest group yet for the event, with two scout troops,
several families, and a handful of park regulars.
Volunteers came in shifts and picked up bags upon
bags of garbage hidden along the rock-lined shoreline,
in the wooded areas, and throughout the harbors.

locations along the Wolf River in New London, Lake
Winnebago, Lake Butte des Morts, and the banks of
the Fox River up to the Bay of Green Bay were picked
clean of litter and debris. In all, 782 volunteers picked
up 496 bags of garbage at local waterways. Over half
joined the Watershed Celebration in the afternoon for
free food, bounce houses and other activities put on
by event sponsors.

Volunteers noted that much of the garbage found
was plastic – anything from food wrappers, to bottles
and even firework shells. One group pulled half of
a picnic table out of the lake! In all, three quarters
of a dumpster was filled with garbage bags and large
debris at Calumet County Park alone.

Save the date for April 21, 2018, as plans are in the
making for Earth Day (weekend) 2018. Calumet
County Land & Water Conservation Dept. will host 3
sites in 2018, expanding into Stockbridge Harbor.
The Friends of the Manitowoc River also organize
two beach clean ups every year. If you are interested
in volunteering with either event please contact Dani
Santry at 920.849.1493 x2402 or email at
santry.danielle@co.calumet.wi.us.

The two Calumet County sites joined the regionwide Fox-Wolf Watershed Clean Up. This annual
event organized by the Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance
(FWWA) and its sponsors organizes volunteers
throughout the Fox-Wolf watershed. In 2017, over 40
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Trout

[From Cover Page]

Conservation Department (LWCD) staff made connections
between the food, water quality and fish survival.

Stonybrook Creek, Calumet County’s only listed trout stream, is catogorized as a
Class III stream and requires stocking to maintain populations. The DNR ceased
stocking in the 1990s due to non-point runoff issues and degrading water quality.
Much has changed over the years in the watershed, as Stonybrook Creek is located
in a portion of the County’s karst area. Improvements were made in nutrient
management, manure storage and land application strategies in an effort to protect
groundwater. What’s good for groundwater is also good for surface water.
The Trout in the Classroom program may have been just what Stonybrook needed. In August, DNR completed
a fish survey near the stocking location. They found thriving fish from both Chilton Schools stocking events
(2016 & 2017). Two years of water quality monitoring by TU volunteers and local students also indicate sufficient temperature, oxygen and aquatic insects for trout survival. TU is planning habitat restoration projects
with the help of local landowers. A renewed energy is growing on this little forgotten stream, all because of
students, a few teachers, and a couple of volunteers going above and beyond to improve their community.

Plum & Kankapot Creek Watersheds 2017 Successes
The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) is funding some exciting projects in Plum & Kankapot Creek Watershed. More funding is
available. Here’s a peak at projects in Calumet County.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

5,127 linear feet of grassed waterways
139 linear feet of lined waterways
4 equipment crossings supporting field access
through constructed waterways
3 WASCOBs (Water and Sediment Control Basin) treating
14.6 total acres of erodible cropland
1 diversion reducing edge of field erosion in a 20
acres field
4 underground inlets/outlets supporting 1155 linear
feet of drainage.
1 Streambank & Shoreline Protection stablizing 794
linear feet of erodible concentrated flow path.

Equipment crossing constructed over a grassed waterway for field accessibility.

Planning a Large Project? Check to see if an Erosion
Control Permit is Needed!
As a reminder, Calumet County is responsible for ensuring
that construction activities and new development reduce their
impacts on local waterways and neighboring properties through
our Erosion Control and Stormwater Management permitting.
When a project will disturb more than 4,000 sq.ft. of land, Erosion
Control and Stormwater Permits are required. Permit fees and
stormwater requirements change based on the size of the project;
more information can be found at: https://tinyurl.com/CaErosion,
or by contacting Brent Jalonen by phone at (920) 849-1493 ext.
2401, or by email at jalonen.brent@co.calumet.wi.us.
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Lake Management Planning Progresses for
the Winnebago

Lakes

The Winnebago Waterways Program is working with area counties and
partners to engage watershed residents in efforts to improve, protect, and
enjoy the lakes, rivers, and streams within the Winnebago System. Since the
kick-off of Phase 3 in early 2017, the program has been busy with lake management planning and aquatic invasive species outreach and prevention.
Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance (FWWA) and project partners including
Calumet, Winnebago, and Fond du Lac Counties have been working together to develop a comprehensive lake
management plan for the Winnebago Lakes. In 2017, we reached over 800 people in-person to raise awareness about the project. More than 250 of those people attended project related events including information
sessions on water level management and public meetings. We’ve given presentations, exhibited at events, and
attended area meetings to bring project information to the other 550 people. In addition, our monthly enewsletter with project updates goes out to over 880 people each month. Our goal is to reach as many people
as possible to build project
awareness and get people
involved, so we have many
more events planned for
2018.

Highlights from our
project Technical Teams
Four project Technical
Teams were formed in
2017 to assist with the
lake planning project,
including: Water Quality,
Habitat, Fish, & Wildlife,
Recreation, and Aquatic
Invasive Species & Plant
Management. These
teams of experts are
crucial for developing
quality management
recommendations
for the
Winnebago
Lakes.
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The Formation of the Winnebago Waterways Committee

This past October, representatives from Calumet, Fond du Lac, and Winnebago
Counties signed an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement. We feel this is truly
something to celebrate! The agreement formalizes the commitment of the Counties
to protect and restore the Winnebago System. The Winnebago Waterways Committee was created under the agreement to oversee and administer the agreement and
the funds designated annually by each county. The first action of the newly formed
committee was to approve and sign the agreement with the Fox-Wolf Watershed
Alliance to continue to advance Lake Management Planning efforts on behalf of the
committee.
Questions or comments? Contact Korin Doering, Winnebago Waterways Program
Coordinator, korin@fwwa.org or (920) 851-0948. To stay up to date with the project, sign-up for the monthly e-newsletter, or to join the effort, please visit: www.
winnebagowaterways.org

Sign Up for Monthly Updates, Events &
Opportunites to get involved at

www.winnebagowaterways.org

A System-Wide Approach to AIS Prevention
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are non-native plants and animals that threaten Wisconsin’s lakes and river systems. Once established, they can harm native species and decrease the economic value of a waterbody.
Winnebago System AIS Coordinator
Thanks to a three-year Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources (WDNR) grant and generous support from area partners, FWWA brought on Chris
Acy as the new Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Coordinator for the Winnebago Waterways AIS Program.
Since he started his position in May of 2017, Chris
has worked with a variety of audiences on
AIS prevention through education and
outreach. He is also working with a
team of experts to develop an AIS
Strategic Plan for the Winnebago
Lakes. Chris is responsible for
organizing system-wide AIS
events, such as AIS Snapshot
Day in the fall, monitoring for
new infestations, and aiding in
rapid response and identification
of new AIS introductions.

AIS to a local organization? Want to get involved by
helping to search for AIS? Contact Chris at chris@
fwwa.org or (920) 460-3674.
Clean Boats, Clean Waters
A state-wide program to stop the spread of aquatic
invasives, the Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW)
boat inspectors are deployed at launches to educate
boaters about the importance (and laws) of aquatic
plant and animal removal from boats, trailers, and
equipment before leaving the lake. On the Winnebago
System, the CBCW interns were supported by DNR
funding through UW-Oshkosh, FWWA, and Calumet
County LWCD programs. The Calumet County
intern (Emily Ott, pictured left) covered Stockbridge
and Calumet County Park launches exclusively.
Highlights of 2017 include:
• 2,144 boats inspected at launches in Calumet
County; 7,890 boats inspected system-wide.
• 4,128 contacts (Calumet launches) with AIS messaging; over 13,000 people contacted system-wide.

Interested in having Chris talk about
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State moves forward with Targeted Performance
Standards in Karst Areas
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is
proposing a set of targeted agricultural performance
standards to address groundwater contamination
from agricultural sources. These targeted
performance standards would apply to some areas of
Calumet County, and be incorporated into current
“ag runoff rules” outlined in NR 151.

Calumet County has 2900 acres of cropland that are
currently mapped less than 40 inches over bedrock,
which is 2.5% of the county’s 117,000 cropland
acres. Additional acres may be added to the manure
prohibitions as sinkholes, surface fractures and other
direct conduits to groundwater are identified and
mapped. Proposed application setbacks on such
features are 100 - 300 feet depending on the feature or
location.

The proposed changes to NR 151 focus on reducing
bacteria and other pathogens from reaching
groundwater in the Karst Areas of Northeast
Wisconsin. Changes to manure application rates and
timing on varying soil depths are detailed throughout
the draft rule (https://tinyurl.com/TargetedRules).
Application strategies vary between liquid and
solid manure. Emerging technologies are also
acknowledged in the rule, such as treated manure.

Why the proposed changes?
Private wells in Northeast Wisconsin exceed
the statewide averages for bacteria and nitrate
contamination and experience “brown water events.”1
Parts of Door, Kewaunee, Brown, Manitowoc, Fond
du Lac and Calumet counties are highly susceptible
to groundwater contamination from the land surface.
The shallow soils, along with sinkholes and bedrock
fractures at the surface, can cause polluted runoff to
enter the groundwater aquifer without any natural
filtration.

Manure application prohibitions on shallow soil.
The proposed changes include manure application
prohibitions on soils less than 24 inches over bedrock.

Over 4,000 homes and businesses rely on private
wells for drinking water in Calumet County. Of wells
that have tested through the County’s groundwater
program, 32.4% exceed the safe drinking water
standard for bacteria and/or nitrate. In the karst
areas, the percentage of unsafe wells increases to 51%
(based on latest bacteria and nitrate test results from
939 Calumet wells). If a well is functioning properly,
a private well owner needs to make a decision on
whether to drink the contaminated water, invest in a
treatment device, find an alternative source of water,
or drill a new well.
The proposed rule went to public hearing in October
of 2017. Changes may occur during the final drafting,
and the rule is scheduled to go to the Natural
Resources Board in early 2018. If you have any
questions regarding the proposed changes, you may
email Tony Reali, County Conservationist at
reali.anthony@co.calumet.wi.us or by phone at
920.849.1493 x2406.
Or for a list of members that served on the Technical
Advisory Team follow the link: https://tinyurl.com/
CTTPeople.

Map of areas with 0 - 40” of soil over bedrock, Calumet County 2017
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1 Groundwater Collaboration Workgroup Report 2017

County Farmers Urged To Complete
Survey For Farmland Preservation
In 2018, Calumet County will be updating its Farmland Preservation
Plan. To get input about the state of farming in Calumet County, the
Calumet County Planning Department has teamed up with the University
of Wisconsin – River Falls Survey Center to develop a survey that was
sent to 450 Calumet County farmers. If you received the survey, please
complete and return the survey. It should only take 10-15 minutes. A
follow-up letter will be sent to those who did not respond to the initial
mailing. A high return rate is needed to make the survey statistically valid
so recipients are strongly encouraged to reply.

Calumet Recycles - 2018 Events

Household Hazardous Waste

In partnership with our local communities, Calumet
County now offers a near “one-stop-shop” for
information on local recycling programs. The
website (direct link is www.calumetrecycles.com) also
includes tips on waste reduction, composting, and
what can be recycled curbside in your communities.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Certain materials require special collections. Calumet
County and local municipalities sponsor various
events throughout the year. Scheduled events are
featured to the right. Be sure to check the website
for details including registration requirements,
associated fees (if any), and potential future changes
or additions.

April 21		
New Holstein		
9-11AM
April 27		Harrison		9-11AM
May 18		Chilton		9-11AM
June 2		
New Holstein		
9-11AM
August 4		Harrison		9-11AM
September 7
Brillion		
9-11AM

Electronics Recycling
•
•

May 16		
June 13		

Chilton		
Harrison		

1-6 PM
1-6 PM

Tire Recycling - April 21 (One day special program)
•

Please contact your local municipal clerk for details
and eligibility

Help protect local waterways and groundwater. Recycle unwanted
household hazardous wastes, medications, electronics and plastics.
www.calumetrecycles.com

Private Well Testing - An Annual Check Up
https://tinyurl.com/2018calumetwell

In 2017, over 200 private well owners tested their
drinking water through the County’s Well Testing
Program. The program offers a group-testing event
annually, where kits are available during the evening
and participants can take advantage of group rates,
free shipping, and an education night scheduled 5
weeks after the event.

Sample kits are available year round in the LWCD
office for a $3.00 deposit. Or, a list of private labs is
available at https://tinyurl.com/privatelabs.
Any questions, please contact Dani Santry, Water
Resource Specialist at santry.danielle@co.calumet.
wi.us or 920-849-1442.

The 2018 event is scheduled for May 7, 2018. If you
wish to participate, please call or register online at
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Inside The Conservator:

Merlin Gentz - Chair
Patrick Laughrin - Vice Chair
Duaine Stillman
Dave LaShay
Mike Hofberger
Amy Shiplett - FSA Chair

Department Staff:

Tony Reali - County Conservationist
Jared Grunewald - Conservation Project Technician
Brent Jalonen - Erosion Control / Stormwater Specialist
Amanda Kleiber - Land Resource Specialist
Danielle Santry - Water Resource Specialist
Jonathon Lisowe - Conservation Project Technician
Rose Faust - Secretary
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