


 

What about mosquitoes?

While mosquitoes are very common in Wisconsin, no one wants 

them living in their yard. Rain gardens are not breeding grounds for 

mosquitoes when properly designed. After entering the rain garden, 

water usually soaks into the ground within a couple of hours; whereas 

mosquitoes need standing water for a number of days. The lack of standing 

water causes the mosquito eggs to dry up and die.

Tips & Considerations

Rain gardens are different than typical gardens, and so, there are a few additional tips and considerations to  

think about before planting a rain garden.  

� While sunny areas work best for rain gardens, they can be planted in shady areas with the right plants.

� Clay soils can be tough on new plants. If the area where the rain garden will grow has a lot of clay soil,  

 look for native plants that like clay conditions or add compost or another soil amendment to improve  

 soil conditions.  

� Rain gardens may pond or even over�ow during heavy rains. This is OK! The water will soak into the   

 ground within a few hours in a properly designed rain garden.

� Some native plants used in rain gardens can get very tall (up to 10 feet). When considering the location  

 of the rain garden also consider the height of the plants when they are full-grown.

 

This publication was written to help raise awareness about rain gardens and their role in reducing runoff, improving water 

quality, and increasing groundwater quantity. Readers who are interested in taking the next steps in planting a rain garden are 

encouraged to seek more speci�c information about how to design and build a garden appropriate to their individual situation 

by consulting with the resources listed on the previous page.   
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RAIN GARDENS
A fun & attractive way to improve water quality!

Why be concerned about runoff? 

Runoff occurs when water from rain or snowmelt moves across the land, 

streets, parking lots, �elds, or yards and enters streams, lakes, or groundwater. 

As the water moves across the land, it picks up natural and arti�cial pollutants 

such as oil, salt, fertilizers, pesticides, soil particles, leaves, grass clippings, 

etc. These pollutants end up in the waterways used for boating, swimming, 

and even drinking. As more buildings and roads are built, more runoff occurs 

because there is less open land to soak up the water. This can cause:   

* Flooding problems

* Polluted water in lakes and streams; as well as 

* Decreased groundwater levels due to less water soaking into the ground

How do rain gardens help?

Rain gardens collect runoff water from many sources including downspouts, 

driveways, sidewalks, and lawns. This reduces the amount of runoff entering 

waterways and increases water soaking into the ground. Rain gardens also help 

remove natural and arti�cial pollutants in the runoff by �ltering the water and 

capturing these pollutants. While rain gardens are just one way to help protect 

our waterways and groundwater, they are a simple, fun, and attractive option!

What is a rain garden?
Rain gardens are simple, fun, and attractive options 

to help protect waterways and groundwater. A rain 

garden is a shallow depression planted with native 

plants. It collects and temporarily holds runoff 

water allowing the water to �lter into the ground 

while helping remove pollutants. The native plants 

are also a beautiful way to attract butter�ies and birds.  
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